spondylo-epiphyseal dysplasia and diastrophic dwarfism. It is especially important to differentiate the various skeletal causes of dwarfism because of their different modes of inheritance. The differentiating features of the various mucopolysaccaridoses and gangliosidoses are clearly presented and there is an interesting report on the little seen condition of hypochondroplasia. These The writing standard is high and the presentation thoughtful and provocative. One third of Mudd's contributors are professors emeriti who no doubt had the time and certainly the competence to present well-balanced views of their topics. The wisdom of Mudd's choice of all his authors is clear. This is an excellent book for any medical teacher who wants to refurbish his lectures whether undergraduate or postgraduate with new ideas, and perhaps look at familiar topics from a new angle.
The various authors make intensive attacks on their subjects, so that few who read the book through will not find new information and new concepts even in subjects with which they thought they were familiar.
Even at £9-55 several copies have been bought in my department. What Willcox was a pioneer. The stories of the investigations of the crimes of Crippen, Seddon and Smith (of the brides in the bath case) make good, if somewhat harrowing, reading, when told in a straightforward unsensational manner, as they are here. In the Crippen case Willcox provided the essential evidence that hyoscine had been used: in the trial of Seddon, the scientific evidence of arsenic poisoning presented by Willcox and Spilsbury made legal history.
But Willcox had other and great claims to fame. As consulting physician to the Mesopotamian Army in the Great War, he campaigned ceaselessly to improve conditions and to control epidemics of typhus, cholera and malaria. The KCIE was awarded in 1921 for his military services in Iraq.
After the war Willcox again took up his work as consulting physician to his old hospital, St Mary's. He was a founder member of the Empire Rheumatism Council, and campaigned for years against drug abuse. Few physicians can have had a more varied career and he will still be remembered by many, for he died in 1941 at the age of 71. His son has written a dispassionate account of an unusual man. K The interrelationship of maternal and foetal components of the placenta provides a challenging topic to electron microscopists, and Professor Bj6rkman has made notable contributions to the subject. The title is perhaps a little misleading as the subject matter is restricted to eleven placentas which fall within three groups of Grosser's classification: epitheliochorial, endotheliochorial and hemochorial. A concise and comprehensive introduction provides the reader with the essentials of placental classification and a guide to the relevant literature. Additional references to work relating to the placentas illustrated in the atlas are provided in a brief introduction to each of the three groups.
Most of the light and electron micrographs are informative, well annotated and labelled clearly, so that readers who are unfamiliar with the tissues should have no difficulty in identifying the principal characteristics of each placenta. It seems likely, however, that some would welcome a more detailed explanation of the ultrastructural characteristics of the different trophoblastic cells and a brief summary of their functional significance. The quality and clarity of reproduction of the electron micrographs is to be commended, but
